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According to a results of a recent survey by the National Rural Credit Bank (BANRURAL), about
129.6 million ha. are affected by erosion, and excess salinity characterizes 480,000 ha. of irrigated
land. The study asserts that minifundios (landholdings of less than 5 ha.) are inefficient, and
explain low productivity rates for basic food crops such as corn and beans. Minifundios account
for 58% of all farms in Mexico. Monoculture is also identified as a major problem. About 65%
of ejido or communal farms produce corn and little else. Land use is often inappropriate: 85%
of ejidos report agriculture as principal activity, but only 12% of ejido land is considered arable.
The BANRURAL survey indicated that 12% of ejido lands are used for raising livestock; 3%,
forestry; 57%, pastureland; and, 22% consist of unused forest or jungle. Other factors identified
by BANRURAL as responsible for the sector's sluggish performance are continued inadequate
financing, rising production costs, and poorly executed or non-existent technical assistance
programs. (Source: El Financiero, 07/30/91)
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